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« (Higher) Education is no longer preparation for an assumed 
stable future but a nurturing of individual and collective potential 
to live well and skilfully in an already complex and volatile world,  
towards human and planetary betterment." 
 

Steven Sterling, Professor of Sustainability Education,  
Centre for Sustainable Futures, Plymouth University, UK 

Special Advisor on ESD 
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1992 
• United Nations Conference On Environment And Development (Earth Summit, 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil) 

1993 
• IAU adopts the Kyoto Declaration 
• HESD becomes IAU Key thematic priority 

2000 
• The Earth Charter is adopted 
• Millenium Summit and adoption MDGs, NY 

2002 
• World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa 
•   IAU takes part 

2005 
-2014 

• United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development  
•  IAU key partner 



2009 
• UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable 

Development (Bonn, Germany) 
• IAU sat on Bonn Declaration drafting committee 

2012 
• Rio+20: United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio 

de Janeiro, Brazil) 
• IAU contributed to creating the People’s Sustainability Treaty on 

higher education  

2014 

• IAU 2014 International Conference on Traditional Knowledge for SD, 
Iquitos, Peru  

• UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable 
Development  (Nagoya, Japan) 

• IAU coordinated the HE and Research Workshop 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQ9ETC8bk70
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQ9ETC8bk70
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ESD principles and definitions 

ESD concerns educational content and 
methodology 

ESD promotes skills like critical thinking and 
imagining future scenarios 

ESD treats the three pillars of SD in an 
integrated manner 

ESD encompasses formal, non-formal and 
informal education and learning 

ESD also encompasses activities that are in line 
with the above but may not be called ‘ESD’ 



2015 
• UNESCO Global Action Programme on ESD 
• IAU Key partner Network to Action Area 2 
• IAU develops new strategic plan on 2030 Development Agenda 



UNESCO Global Action Programme 
GAP Priority Action Areas 

 
To enable strategic focus and foster stakeholder commitment, the Global Action Programme (GAP) 
on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) has identified five priority action areas to 
advance the ESD agenda. 
  
PRIORITY ACTION AREA 1: Advancing policy 
Mainstream ESD into both education and sustainable development policies, to create an enabling 
environment for ESD and to bring about systemic change 
  
PRIORITY ACTION AREA 2: Transforming learning and training environments 
Integrate sustainability principles into education and training settings 
  
PRIORITY ACTION AREA 3: Building capacities of educators and trainers 
Increase the capacities of educators and trainers to more effectively deliver ESD 
  
PRIORITY ACTION AREA 4: Empowering and mobilizing youth 
Multiply ESD actions among youth 
  
PRIORITY ACTION AREA 5: Accelerating sustainable solutions at local level 
At community level, scale up ESD programmes and multi-stakeholder ESD networks 
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http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/advancing-policy
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/transforming-learning
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/building-capacities
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/youth
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/youth
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/youth
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/local-level
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/local-level
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/local-level


P R I O R I T Y  A C T I O N  A R E A  1 :   
A D V A N C I N G  P O L I C Y  

M a i n s t r e a m  E S D  i n t o  b o t h  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  p o l i c i e s ,  t o  c r e a t e  a n  e n a b l i n g  

e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  E S D  a n d  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  s y s t e m i c  
c h a n g e  

  
P R I O R I T Y  A C T I O N  A R E A  2 :   

T R A N S F O R M I N G  L E A R N I N G  A N D  T R A I N I N G  
E N V I R O N M E N T S  

i n t e g r a t e  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  p r i n c i p l e s  i n t o  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  
t r a i n i n g  s e t t i n g s  

 

IAU in the GAP 
 

http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/advancing-policy
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/advancing-policy
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/transforming-learning
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/transforming-learning
http://en.unesco.org/gap/priority-action-areas/transforming-learning


 
 
 
 

IAU’s involvement in SD 

 

Declarations  
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Kyoto 

Prague 

Iquitos Bonn 

Nagoya  

Paris 

Declarations  Conferences 

Barcelona 

Bangkok 

Beijing 

Columbia 



Added value of IAU as  
global network 
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IAU as global 
Forum 

Policy and practice 

Publications 

Partnerships 

Conferences 

Meetings 



Global Coordination by IAU 

BUILDING 
SYNERGIES 

  
through 

conferences, 
publications
, leadership 
initiatives 

DEVELOP 
PARTNERSHIPS 

 

 MoUs with a 
variety of 

Networks and 
organisations  

FOSTERING A 
GLOBAL 

COMMUNITY 
OF PRACTICE 

 
Global reach 

and  
Online 

global portal 

SHOWCASE 
GOOD 

PRACTICES  
 

at each 
event; next 
at the IAU 

15th General 
Conference 
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www.iau-
hesd.net 

Higher 
Education and 
Research for 
Development 

IAU global 
portal  
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UNICA 



W H O   
a  g l o b a l  a l l i a n c e  o f  t e r t i a r y ,  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s t u d e n t  

s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  n e t w o r k s ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
d e v e l o p e d  t h e  o p e n  l e t t e r  s h o w n  b e l o w ;  

a  " n e t w o r k  o f  n e t w o r k s "  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i n i t i a t i v e  ( h e s i ) .   

  
 

W H A T  A N D  W H Y  
m a k e  s u r e  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  v o i c e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
c o l l e g e s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  w a s  h e a r d  a t  c o p 2 1  w h e n  t h e  u n i t e d  

n a t i o n s  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  c o n f e r e n c e  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  p a r i s ,  l a s t  
d e c e m b e r .  

 

COP21  
Open Letter to Ministers and 

Governments 



  International Association of Universities 

 
 

Climate change as part of the curriculum  
from kindergarten to university  

 
Climate Generations Area, Paris Le-Bourget 

4 December 2015  
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Other Climate Change Actions in HEIs 

Gothenburg University’s climate strategy for 2010-2015  
 

 Target: reduce carbon emission 
 Initiative: creation of a innovation fund: climate- and environmentally conscious 

business travels - Travel by Gothenburg University employees = fixed percentage 
of the flight cost to an internal climate offsetting and mitigation fund 

 Purpose :  enable researchers, teachers, students and other employees to actively 
participate in the university’s climate action, and affect how carbon offsetting 
fees are used 

 Funding: for projects to reduce the university's carbon footprint.  
 Examples : measures to reduce energy use, the establishment of renewable 

energy, enabling climate-friendly travel or travel-free meetings 
 
  
Two projects emanating from the fund are:  
 A student Symposium, EuroEnviro 2015 Catalysts of Change,  
 Autonomous satellite transmissions replacing diesel-powered vessels in Antarctica.   
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Moderador
Notas de la presentación
to reduce the total carbon emissions by at least 20% compared to 2008 levels 
Project 1: where the fund provided funding for environmentally smart travel and accommodation for participants.  
ojects involving indirect climate benefits through knowledge production, information dissemination and utilization of research may also be funded
Project 2. which provided research for new technology advances in remote measurement systems and data collection for research projects in Antarctica



2030 Development Agenda and associated SDGs 

 
 



Suggestions for Catalan Universities 

 Take the survey  
 Translation in Spanish or Catalan required 
 Analyse data for Catalan universities  
 Compare at national and global level 
 Develop initiatives in line with conclusions, recommendations 

and requests receives  
 

 Look at Agenda 2030 reporting mechanisms for 
Catalunia and for Spain + for Europe  

 Define mechanisms for universities to get involved 
 IAU would be pleased to get involved 



Thank you 

 
Dr. Hilligje van’t Land 

www.iau-aiu.net 
www.iau-hesd.net 

h.vantland@iau-aiu.net 
 

Come and attend the IAU 15th General 
Conference on Higher Education a catalyst for 

innovative and sustainable societies –  
Bangkok, November 13-16, 2016 

 

http://www.iau-aiu.net/
http://www.iau-hesd.net/
mailto:h.vantland@iau-aiu.net
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